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Accolades for
Orfalea’s firm

Money Manager Review gave high
marks to Ventura-based West Coast Asset
Management for its one-year and three-
year returns, the company announced
June 10.

Money Manager said that in West
Coast’s class, the firm ranked second for
one-year performance through the first
quarter of 2005, posting a 22 percent
return. For the three-year period through
the first quarter of 2005, West Coast
ranked fourth according to Money Man-
ager, with a 13.8 percent return. The
company ranked the highest on both lists
among firms that have their returns audit-
ed.

Kinko’s founder Paul Orfalea started
the firm in 2000 with partner Lance
Helfert.

It now manages $325 million and has
clients in 10 states, with a $100,000 min-
imum to invest.
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= Paul Orfalea is one
of the tri-county
S region’s entrepreneur-
e W ial legends. In 1970,
d'w he opened the first
= Kinko’s copy shop
! near the University of
California, Santa Bar-
, bara. When he retired
from the company 30 years later, it was
the largest chain of its kind in the world.

Under Orfalea’s leadership, Kinko’s
was routinely named one of America’s
best companies to work for. He sold the
company in 2000 to an investment firm,
which moved it from Ventura to Dallas. It
is now owned by FedEx and has 1,200
stores worldwide.

Orfalea has left Kinko’s behind, but he
hasn’t slowed down. In 2001, he co-
founded West Coast Asset Management,
a Ventura investment firm. West Coast
Asset Management reported $309 million
in assets and returns of 26.5 percent for
2004.

Through the Orfalea Family Founda-
tion, Orfalea is one of the region’s lead-
ing philanthropists. His $15 million
donation to California Polytechnic State
University, San Luis Obispo led the uni-
versity to name its business school after
him, and he is also a major donor to
UCSB.

Orfalea teaches at UCSB, the Univer-
sity of Southern California, UC Davis
and other colleges. In the fall, he will
release his autobiography, “Copy This!:
Lessons from a Hyperactive Dyslexic
who Turned a Bright Idea into one of
America’s Best Companies.”
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