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ance sheets, understanding how some busi-
ness have a competitive advantage over
others and looking at high fuel prices and
how that may affect commerce.

Investors need to do research and have a
ing:llc:ll reason for what they're doing, Lowe
sad.

“Your eyes believe what you see; your ears
believe others,” Lowe said. “Follow your
eyes and not your ears. Understand what
you're doing. Don't do things because other
people tell you to.”

West Coast Asset Management oversees a
portfolio of 10 to 15 stocks that are seen as
the best opportunities in the market, Lowe
said, and has clients in 10 states, including
Texas.

Four Ron \v_\:’hite.lbranch_mas_\agcr for Raymond
<] James Financial Services in El Paso, said that
fl.l.l.‘l.d“alti Lowe's advice is sound but that not every-
ps one has the time and expertise to follow the
i recommendations.
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taxable ac- e nalanc ey fetler ’U""!#I'mm abaut Lowe's company, which man- said Greg McBride, a senior financial analyst
count, ook ot investors have plenty of advice ages stock investments for high- for Bankrate.com, a popular personal fi-
the fund's tax of- for you. net-worth individuals, organiza nances Web site.
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vestors can choose from, Amaya said.
“1 think the most important thing is to ed-
ucate yourself” about investing, he said.
Amaya suggested reading books and mag-
azines about personal finances, watching

Invest in businesses real estate are a plus. that basically sell them- Don't be afraid to seil. television shows that are geared to money
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paying their brokers for fees, commissions
and other charges, McBride said.

“And invest early and often” McBride
said. “Don't procrastinate. For young peo-
ple, it's best to take advantage of time and
start investing.”

White, with Raymond James, said the key
is to be patient.

“People get too caught up in the day-to-
day market fluctuations,” he said. “That can
make you buy or sell at the wrong time.
Emotion is the number 1 enemy of the in-
vestor.”

Dave Burge may be reached at
.com; 546-6126.




